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"Indoor days" are upon us in New England; it's a good time to reflect back on the season as we do in 
this issue of the Newsletter. Ellen Sousa reviews the challenges and successes of her year designing 
and working in the landscape, and we present two large projects that achieved milestones this year: a 
tree filter system in MA and an ongoing wetland system for stormwater treatment in upstate NY. 
Laurence Coronis also offers up some great tips to help you review this year's business and plan 
improvements. And, be sure to read an important announcement by Trevor Smith, ELA President. 
  
During November, ELA enjoys thanking its donors (Look for the list below.) and expressing 
appreciation for the continued support of members, friends, and followers. Many people contributed 
this year by purchasing "Ant Buttons" at the Conference. Your accumulated dollars have been put to 
work upgrading the ELA website, and we're currently in the midst of website upgrades that will provide 
a refreshed and more robust site. MS   
  

ELA Changes Name: Continues Work Toward Core Mission and 
Expands Collaboration 
by Trevor Smith  
  
For over 20 years, ELA has grown and changed, adding to its educational 
events and appealing to an ever broader audience that shares an interest 
in ecological land care. Today I am pleased to announce a name change 
that we believe more accurately reflects the ELA's expanded role in the 

landscape community: Ecological Landscape Alliance. Read the article   

2013 Season Wrap-up: Weird Weather and Growing Ecological 
Interest 
by Ellen Sousa 
  
The 2013 season? Well, with apologies to the late Jerry Garcia, I have to 

say, "What a long, strange trip it's been...." First, the snow never wanted to 

leave. In central Massachusetts, snow was still on the ground in mid-April 

as bulbs and perennials pushed their way out of the half-frozen 

ground. Then, from April into May it was unusually dry, no April showers at 

all but plenty of May flowers. All the moisture from the late snow cover did 

contribute to a spectacular blooming season for spring blooming plants and 

trees. Read the article 

    
  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7JW4m5V61kc54IZm6wDIMajPkkLPcxDuwCmIQQkhijJ7BZES9RJawb9fOf4QPiNHf3757CJgcAr0QZq5o4FDTiCTS4del21fq4bmENIE_6o_AdByW9L2USRtIPq7AIj58rUp3g7U_1Mh1wL_-F-sT4S7QS7pVOa7wNfNLSeRgh5h5R3Gtk_AWx0YdF4wY-Znmml32WIrBlq0Jrl4JKtyk2zKH_ab30TBwQ==&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
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Practical Application of Tree Filter Systems 
by Paul Iorio 

I recently brought to completion a large parking lot project that illustrates 
the applications as well as adaptability of tree filter systems in an urban 
environment. Tree filter systems integrate common street trees with 
stormwater collection to achieve a viable and sustainable alternative to a 
traditional "end of pipe" system, while still meeting stormwater 
management and remediation goals. Tree filter systems utilize the principal 
of "bioretention" - the natural process by which chemicals and sediments 
are removed from stormwater runoff prior to subsurface infiltration. Many 
state regulatory agencies and municipalities now strongly encourage low 
impact development (LID) techniques.... Read the article  

Utilizing Natural Systems and Bringing Groups Together  
to Clean Up Lake George 
by Randy Rath 

One of the biggest threats to the water quality of many lakes - including 
Lake George in upstate New York - is stormwater runoff. After a storm, 
water that falls on soil can infiltrate down into the ground and eventually 
make its way into the groundwater. Water that falls on impervious surfaces, 
such as roads and parking lots, cannot soak into the ground, and instead 
moves across these surfaces. Read the article 
          
  

 
Hindsight Is 20/20: The Importance of Off-season Planning 
by Laurence Coronis  
  
Right about now most Green Industry professionals are burnt out. They 
can't wait for the end of the busy season and are looking forward to 
enjoying a break. But the upcoming winter months are the most important 
time for you to plan and prepare for your future success. The old adage, 
"hindsight is 20/20" is true, but it requires that you turn around and look 
back at the year with your glasses on! Read the article  
    

 
Gleanings 
 
Internship Opportunity: Social Media Specialist 
 

Help maintain and expand ELA's social media program to engage and represent our community online 
using Facebook, Twitter and other platforms to deliver frequent, meaningful messages consistent with 
our mission and current activities. Time commitment 15 min/day. Email ELA for more information. 
  

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7JW4m5V61kc5JrgvYb8qTWXJSGhmCaRddVD1SKg6MaU-mVseOzxP24s0DtwVFRffjwTJk65B5Qj5F44c008rK6qCVlrT3dbSVv_3n6ztzIKdQHv1tMX8l1Y-mOtAWFG77DNfr0EoFeMZGDotXJybDTOOnamJPn5oKkLCsEKBg9N8muT7OBYfEoY=&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7JW4m5V61kc5HqqQMf9tsVCAI2JddkcNz576QLD1leEpoeWUVYSM-Zng_FcB1AEGlHbzgJ8_ShK-U51dDJjcKvNsdwzqR9rgYgN6w1teL5g34OcXNE8ycpVWuMb2eaVzfzCMgqbDb_dznvyDhsxtUyz6FbUSO8a0zyFEejxBzkPuG65LS7UGuWHc1KRd76KiK4AvzBk4x5OCgfX0ahx23l89BAe1dE-Msw==&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7JW4m5V61kc5BqERpEA9wndRLlZ4zMsfULCsYgiPZrzj0PUu7MGWNx1QwQMAHepGf03T4EXcQMMi6Iiu08KSSiU9OPmu279W5SxKXbLId-A--M8LrZKC5O59YORV_og7_t3V58eT-nTg4FQC6ct6S-5ZVzGqZ2QwMvUwY2g6nuiRZcNnmN4UV2o=&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
mailto:ela.info@comcast.net


 
Thank You to Our Donors 
 

ELA recognizes the following donations made during the 2013 Annual Appeal: 
   
Garbrielle Chadowitz, OR 

Cassandra Curtis, NH 

Patricia Diggins, Wellesley College Botanic Gardens, MA 

Tim Downey, Aesthetic Landscape Care, Inc, NY 

Ruth Helfeld, MA 

Judity Lipson-Rubin, Moodscapes, LLC, MA 

Cathy Lunger, MA 

Sally Muspratt, Sally Muspratt Landscape Designs, Inc, MA 

Kathy Sargent-O'Neill, KSO Fine Garden Design & Care, MA 

Susan Storer, Horticulture Services, MA 

Bruce Wenning, The Country Club 

Anonymous Donations, CA, MA, ME, NH   

 
Fertilizers Are (Nearly) Forever  
Whereas most fertilizer nitrogen ends up in plants, plenty sits in the soil for decades, David Biello 
reports in Scientific American. Read about the implications or listen to the Podcast. 

Events to Note (listings indicate local time unless otherwise noted)  

Nov 17 - ELA EVENT→Ecological Impacts of Climate Change in New England; Framingham, MA, 

1:30-3:30pm. 

Nov 21 - ELA FREE EVENT→Green Landscape Equipment and Green Zones; Boxborough, MA, 

3:00-5:00pm. 

Nov 21 - UMass Turf Program; Amherst, MA, 6:00-8:00pm. 

Dec 4-7 - ASCA Annual Conference; Uncasville, CT. 

Dec 11 - ELA EVENT→Sustainability Makes Cents; Webinar, 7:30-8:30pm EST. 

Dec 11 - Gowanus Canal Conservancy's Urban Ecology Lecture; Brooklyn, NY, 11:00am-3:00pm. 

Jan 16 - ELA EVENT→Managing Large-Scale Landscapes Sustainably; Wellesley, MA, 8:30am-

4:30pm. 

Feb 26 & 27 ELA EVENT→Sustaining the Living Landscape: ELA Conference & Eco-Marketplace; 

Springfield, MA. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7JW4m5V61kc55afMUOwPCcxAf9MRmfoT5wLgj6cMG9rRajAqrwH0rK4zv8FmMXjC0Kt55xIBYh2UNMVQZcu2X8LcjEi5oJAJTFkCzoF7R0CTLtYdIORF2wkbwM1VxuhwkLHhqjKpVbzkjl4EKvEdRWp5jg0WaJBHnPWASM0fk6HnBNLIRRG9KiBbzD9h5exoRfneQmu2amP4wXI4p64Z-5FoLHq4-PAmuw==&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7Btp36RwKK4BHvpEh4cbSO6iW32LY3hyG5pwYKXLgmlTiquAC6aw7nB7LhXzoW3lmSyrTqb7EtDqcI98OM-thCET1-B4wsdKm5Vfnu4htG5WefLszD8xLkaBpfB7nnF7rXDtWEQYIT-FgkzF_2Nr0LzmFYffGR37iMpFFYkEf6kFY_hxpHUrs-F5BATDF5e-tFpnc6r6YhkXulcGopdoL4jvgUhWHzYOtXrf-sYDuaU_XcvgCJ5SzWI=&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7Btp36RwKK4BJuCcMIDiSAAAu-5g7tO3SFTIj7h_uJ0ZB5mvORWUl6szDUUeD7haLQ03GCynxjMURG7U89v7I1DqFf58FvBbLDxIy5FP6VP78cpV4b7rYqfOvVIAHYtEG6Ryocj64MvRySM2DqfWH3OloeTnzrNgvUEJK58Ii--gD8Oixj1m_48QMGeb2sww25vyCodETz1MA5c6IR3vE39_aB5RdYSvo_Lz3YaeCybv&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7JW4m5V61kc5IOzfZ1Gd2bxtyS1IeNBS-89nN2f__wkVBzMrvi7CXWNToAGXM4OEXUKWKz-P_jxJyzeu1rsnLWl67Mu3xmSLtzcAjZa8mrJ1tIVsdVve4hyi_c_3x72SQ6jco-ASkkBdGuG3sodh-7I=&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7B06zRxCGGnru9wA7tJtklZ7kzSspKp8pf3gGM3Avv4EezkS2n9rRjz9kVu33ebaTR34sW1EU2vrd7e77mRZK57ST901eddhSTxbiI4Q0Y0FY6qdW1WrORY8mSyeoLNNUVZKUtI2p53z_zKju1oWdn8SLlIeI9eGIAOCIi0U0BZr&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7B06zRxCGGnr8GD9uneoHysBXkpQ6YvBKTkjWn8YlXcYFsq877LnYye3sACfje_UxPfsFXyzNdQzXA9O5QOuNApoWJ9J78e-Z9Nu2VxFvjyALsf7LJaPTiGT-n8MbLdIXaff2BHLAiPliDS4CqezLtU=&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7B06zRxCGGnrcATHGwcQ3CrNFo_jdiLOX1Rp1gpgX3ki0SE050sE-2T72lCrti8WtlyffS5U7iDKbWPWBKXKoMwFb4dNukTg-sbPSdmp_Grq3jcpjcuPZh8vjz5T35Lk-oHNoq4UIfEJCWhUwn4BKx1CTyWsNquPiQgBGjXFChWCNHergqi9yBr9Xwb2Df6p0zW1DFbsHtlcU82ZQzsNF5k=&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7JW4m5V61kc5HjvTdcHVTFKGm_ZEI6Gx4ytHZVM8vNODIVVQqpSasPI1u_sGjAgoIJ2ZJ-jUTLnaLPdN-swxi2uHC4vxiS1nHEO6p6Xin-7k9Q_zHNQUYBoxPXmNsy8CUQqNI6BhlxM65KaQieIAqpPiEF8n-9b7yuQv103JIeQQ4N6mKdeSW-ZDQEVsWxrgAW5f8N5oPYCgSZnLcVv6EEYjQzZaXLJUxMZP2FE4pHiW&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7E-1DwaWOiUYWPaJGMAlDHPBNWeYriNat2upcm2mbIMKEydd29VQm8NYlxXXFkJPxzymKwkjmWEACD6GwVxhbG6hqwBIAN1QLTRO5H8ZTosPR0kWAPogiQja-C5QcJy2G7EbaCLryhq0xp61R1pT1fGxwY6up2ujKjFXRPaGjODm&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001nRcTxFScBXnI712ZjGY6dffAZB2ji-IBo4cCII9CznPf4Qd6zynW7BQAVWytGWOlPMrsriA1MwUzYO_sMgjpiLvC2gU1OyM88oL0eDfVaQo9o3zTyCZ5v8U6z-iHWTDj9HtNam0fDBQy3dyrIfVLiV3ueFEACkTkpxkQrICG4JE=&c=8DK0JQ0UOKum9JmpYJ72VBGeFwshAgCSKDyBp9jIghZ1GWP0OiJNhQ==&ch=H4J8POxYZzCNF0D-n7175Mw7d5anjTfGSFZiVeYWxgFN3n2jzn7yNg==


  

  
 

We hope that you enjoy this edition of the ELA newsletter.  

We welcome your comments at ela.info@comcast.net. 

Maureen Sundberg, ELA Newsletter Editor  
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